V 


HE Subje@ I am now upon, is what I ‘be- 
lieve very few of you have much troubled 
t_ your Heads about, (vzz.) The difference of 
Obligation upon the People, between the ufual 
Sof Allegiance or Homage taken by the Peo- 
_to the Government or Sovereign which they 
we under, and the late particular Oath call’d the 
BJURATION. 

The Oaths of Allegiance are no more, as J noted 
ore, but particular Tranfactions or Conventions 
ween the Feople and the Sovereign, to aflure the 
it, of the Fidelity of the laft; and area kind of 
uivalent for the Coronation Oath of the Sove- 


| quite.another thing 
leople, one to and with another, and one for ano- 


t the Abjusation, which now we are talking of, 
3 tis an Affarance among, the 


15 they will never give up themfelves to the Go- 
mment of the Perfon Abjurd: It is a National 
anfaction or Affociation off the People with them- 
Ives, for the keeping entire. the Eftablifhment. 
ley have already fettled ; and a Declaration, That 
o this Rerfon, (wzz.) the Pretender, they will not 
bim 10 Reign over them: No. not now only, 
never; for Abjuring relates to the time to come, 
well as to the time prefent. 

To make this more Solemn and Sacred, ‘and that 
hey may think themfelves obliged in the higheft En. 
gement poflible, to keep and continue in this Re- 
ition : It is form’d into a. Compaé& betwen Con- 
ce and Reafon, and fo becomes a Principle, 


‘call’d in as a Witnefs to the Agreement ; the 
dand is lifted up to Heaven, the Declaration is made 
9 him, his holy and dreadful Name is [mprecated 
n the. Cafe, and his Juftice call’'d down upon the 
eads of thofe that break it by their own free Af- 
ht 3 say it not fail to anfwer the Sumsmons exaily, 
SHORT, Tho’ you may not like-the Words, 
s neither more or lefS than a folemn League and 
enant. The fame, and of the fame kind, and to 
fame Intent and Purpofe, as:that in the North 
n by that Name, omly-with this difference, That 
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ich they bind themfelves to adhere tos and God 
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this is made by an undifputed Ligiflature ;. the o- 
ther, as they fay, was not ; but let ‘that be how it 
will, I am fure cannot undergo the Fate of the laft, 
without National Perjury. 

It is‘no bufinefs of mine to examine how Affairs 
ftand between God and thefe Nations, for the dif- 
folving thofe old National Obligitions, call’d Cove- 
nants : Bue I think 1 may, without any Prefumption, — 
tell you, how it muft ftand; if ever this Oath of 
_Abjuration fhould undergo any National Cenfure ; 
(viz.) That the Nation muft, if fach a Fad, perpe- 
trate the higheft- piece of avowed National Info- 
‘lence, againit the Juftice and Authority of God, 
that ever any Chriftian Nation was guilty of, or e- 
ver.can be, ta the end-of the World ; or at leaft to 
the time when, as by the Scripture appears, Men fhall 
blafpheme ‘God in the very Execution of his Judg- 
ments. - Rev. 16. 21s 

I know the Politicks of Men have found out many 
Circumlocutions of Words, Dark and Ambiguous 
Conftru@ions, Doubts, and double Meanings, to ren- 
der any Oath, they have a mind to break, obfcure 
and uncertain. But I never found that Man yet, 
how cunning at the Art of ‘Evafion focver be might 
be, that had fo much as fuggefted, that this Oath of 
ABJURATION can be underftood any other ie 

> 


than to bind us to reGft the Pretender to the la 


and.never to fubmit to him. I never yet met’ with’ 
that Man, who could tell me any Circumftance which 
might happen, that could put « Period 10 ts Obliga- 
tion. None ever yet pretended that it could be 
diffolved: NO, not by the Power that made it, 
nor by any other Power under Heaven. No Hu- 
man Power can diffolve the Bond, no Human Pow-. 
er can difpenfe with the Obligation. Oaths of Al- 
legiance are to uch and fuch Perfons as King or 
Queen, and while they remain fo only; but this is 


_a rejecting the Perfon BY NAME, renouncing for 


ever all Obligation to him, and Protefting before 


‘God, that you will, to the utmoff, reift him: This 


puts us for ever out of a poffibility of fubmitting, 


‘willingly, to him, tho’ he fhauld Conquer us, without 


wilful Perjury. So that if ever the Pretender ae 
J aa ~ be 
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be fet up here, no Man can be fuppofed to take any 
Oath of Allegiance to him; I mean 2 Man that has 
ever taken this Abjuration, without being moi abo- 
minably Periur’d. 

I need not repeat the Words of the Abjuration to 
conigm this part of what I fay; bus, as ¥ doubt 
many People, who have taken this Oath, hardly 
know what they have fworn to, or at leaft hardly re- 
meriber; 1 beg leave to quote here fuch words only 
or this Oath, asI alledge now are fo indiffolvibly 
binding, That no Poffeflion or Conqueft, or Over- 
powering us by the Pretender, can ever abfolve or 
dittharge us from The Words are thefe — 
THAT HE, THE PRETENDER, by the Oath 
de‘crib’d, 


Vath not anp Right oz Witle whatfoever, to 
the Crown of thig Realm, o2 anp other 
the Mominions thereunto belonging ; and 
Jl do Renounce, Refule, and Abjure anp 
Allegiance 02 Dbedience to him, 


_ Tt may be very needful for us to Examin the mean- 
ing of thefe three Words, (1.) To Remounce; this is 
to Rejed with Scorn and Contempt the very Perfon, 
and the very Thoughts of fubmitting to him. To 
Refufe, relates to the prefent Offers that may be 
now in agitation, or at the time when the Oath 
1s taken; and fignifies, That we refufe to enter in- 
to any Meafures or Engagements for his Intereft, as 
the effe@ of Secretly, yielding him any Allegiance : 
But to Abjure, yet farther obliges the Perfon, that 
he net only now refufes, and with defiance of him re- 
nounces all Allegiance and Obedience; But that he 
SWEARS by the great Name of God, that he ne- 
ver will fubmit to yield any Allegiance or Obedi- 
ence to him. I believe I need. not vindicate my 
Explication of this part of the Oath, by entring in- 
fo an Expofition of the Words, from the Etymo- 
logy or Derivation of them; I take the word AB- 
JURE, in its commen Acceptation, as it is receiv’d 


by all the Nation ; and "tis plain it is, and ought to 


be fo taken in this Oath; and this is the reafon 

Why I fay I do not {pend any of your time upon the 
tymology of the Words, and their genuine Con- 
ruétion ~——. Read but the Oath again. 


AU thele things BY do plainty and fincerel 
Acknowledge and Swear, Broth to thefe 
eppeets THozds by me fpoken ; and accozd- 
ing fo the plain and common Senfe and 
Underfanding of the fame Words, swith. 
out any Cquivocation, mental Ebvafion, o2 
fectet Retervation whatfoever. 
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Va abel! 


Nothing can be fuller than this Word AB 
nothing can be plainer than the Defcription 
Perfon Abjured; fee the Oath again for that. . 


Whe Werfon pretending to be Wzince of Walk 
During the life of the late dking James, ai 
fince hig deceate, petending to be, and t 
king upon himfelé the Ste and Ditle? 
dking cf England, bp the same of Jans 
the Hhird; 02 Of Scotland, by tye Fames 
James the Eighth; og the Stile and 4 
of king of Great Britain. ~ a 


Here’s the Perfon fo defcrib’d, that it is impos 
Ite to evade the Man. To THIS MAN, eve 
one that takes this Oath, fays, 1 RENOUN 
AND ABJURE ALL ALLEGIANCE OR | 
BEDIENCE TO HIM; Can this be ever tak 
of? Can a Nation, thus bound, be ever tet ire 
Can this Man be ever receiv’d here ? Then G 
Almighty is cal?'d to Witnefs to a ae and the « 
dinary courfe of Divine Jultice mutt fuffer fome | 
terruption, if fome fignal Vengeance does not | 
low fo great a Contempt of Heaven, by a wht 
Nation. May my Eyes never fee the Day, wl) 
fuch a Nation as this is, hallavowedly Contemn 1) 
God, that fo often, and fo eminently has appeam 
to fave them from the Tyranny’ and Bondage 
Popifh Arbitrary Princes; and MAY that So: 
reign Juftice, that will not be mocked, eminent 
vindicate his own Honour, UPON THOSE, ww 
in defiance of having made him a Party to thi 
Abjuring this Popifh Pretender, fecretly with a 
endeavour to bring themfelves under a neceflit) 
breaking their Faith, and involving their Couns 
in abhor’d National Perjury. Amen. 
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